[Endosteal reaction in the region surrounding the stem of a cement-free prosthesis. An early radiological sign of imminent fracture of the femoral shaft?].
Periprosthetic fractures are familiar complications after total hip arthroplasty and have often been reported in the literature. The most frequent localization of such fractures is the middle third of the shaft. In the case described here a minor trauma resulted in a periprosthetic fracture with fracture of the femur and of the femoral component of a Lord prosthesis. A radiograph taken prior to trauma showed an endosteal reaction at the level at which the fracture later occurred. This might have been an indication that the stem of the prosthesis was already broken; had this radiological sign been correctly interpreted, it is possible that the fracture could have been avoided.